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* When Jeſus therefate had rectived the vinegar, he 
<«- ſaid, it is finiſhed :- and he bowed his head, and 
44 gave up the ghoſt.“ Jo HN "the xix. 30. 
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F it be neceſſary that the ſubject 
ſhould be intereſting in order that elo- 
ence may produce the greateſt effect, 
= orator that exhorts his fellow chriſti- 
ans over the Symbols of Chriſt's death 
bids fair to be the moſt perſuaſive and af- 
feQing of all public ſpeakers. To render 
men ſenſible of the kindneſs and love of 
their Redeemer who has delivered all that 
believe on him, from the dfeadfu] conſe- 
quences of ſin; to exhibit in a 5 
e view the importance of his ſuf- 
erings, and the awful diſtinction which 
will at laſt take place betwixt the righte- 
ous and the wicked, as it is very difficult, 
ſo it is a ſubje& of all. others the moſt 
ſublime. | N 


To Proteſtant Diſſenters, with whom 

it is uſual] to addreſs the communicants 
whilſt they diſtribute the elements in the 
ſacrament, an attempt of this kind, how- 
ever new it may appear, will require no 
apology. 
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„FC ĩͤ 
apology. For my own part, I have 
only to obſerve, that if this performance 
will excite any perſon of happier talents 
to attend to a ſubject that is certainly uſc- 
ful, and which is far from being exhauſt- 
ed; if it ſhall render any in the Paſtoral 
Office more ſtudious of dignity. in the 
compofitions that are deſigned for ſo im- 
portant an occaſion; if it ſhall leave any 
ſcrious impreſſion on the minds of thoſe 
into whofe hands it may chance to fall, 
Twill conſider my labours as fully re- 
warded., WT PLE. - 
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* \ HE N the feaſt of unleavened bread drew 
nigh, at which time Jeſus knew that he was to 
ſuffer ; he gave directions to his diſciples how they 
ſhould go into the city and prepare the paſſover. 
Since this was the laſt opportunity he had, of cele- 
brating this feſtival ; and as the Chriſtian'diſpen- 
ſation was now to ſucceed the Jewiſh ceremonies ; 
whilſt the twelve who fat with him were eat- 
ing according to the form preſcribed in the Old. 
Teſtament, our bleſſed Saviour in a formal, ſo- 
lemn manner inftituted that ordinance, which we 
call the LORD's SUPPER. He took bread; but 
before he brake or divided it among his diſciples, 
the Evangeliſts inform us, that he bleſſed it, or 
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gave God thanks. To 3 8 as we 
ought always to conform, we ſhall now addreſs 
ourſelves to God by . j 


e 5 who art exalted 1 a- 
bove all bleſſing and praiſe, vouchſafe we entreat 
"thee to hear our ſupplications, when from earth 
thy footſtool, we would attempt to raiſe our hearts 
and voices to thy throne. Thou art the great 
hearer of prayer; therefore would we deſire to 
preſent ourſelves in thy preſence, confiding in the 
gracious promiſe which thou haſt condeſcended to 
make, that thine ear ſhall be open to the prayer of 
all thoſe, who call *. thee in ſincerity. 


Uxwo RT Hx are we, O Lord, to come unto thee: 
in many inſtances we have offended; in all things 
we have come far ſhort of the glory which is due 
to thy name. Thou knoweſt our follies, and our 
ſins are not hidden from thee. Look upon us in 
mercy, we entreat thee; and if any of us are in- 
. ſenſible of our ſpiritual diſeaſe, if we imagine our- 
ſelves to be pure, when we are polluted in thy 
ſight, do thou, graciouſly convince us of our real 
ſituation, | Rouſe us from that deadly lethargy from 
which, if left to ourſelves, we ſhall never recover, 
until we are awaked by the power of thy wrath in 

a future world. 5 95 
WIꝝAx are our attempts to ſerve thee; dark and 
imperfect are our conceptions of divine things; 
feeble are the impreſſions which religion makes on 
our minds; low and earthly are our defires. But 
do thou Lord, who art the under ived and unwaſt= 
ed ſource of light, purity and perfection, diſpel 
our darkneſs; 3 our underſtandings, purify 
| | QUE 
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greatneſs of thy mercies towards us. In thee we 
live, move, and have our being. Thou haſt up- 
held our ſouls in life and made us: to dwell in ſaſety. 
Innumerable are the dangers from which · we have 


deen delivered by thine almighty power; dangers 


of a ſpiritual as well as of ee kind; dan- 


gers which no proudence, or ſagacity of ours could. 
either prevent or foreſee. The diſeaſes which we 


have ſurvived ; the calamities under which we have 
been ſupported: the various public and private 
bleſſings which we enjoy, abundantly manifeſt thy 


goodneſs to us thy unworthy offspring. But what 
tongue can fully expreſs, what heart can ſufficient- 


ly feel the unſpedkable riches of thy grace, and 
mercy in Chriſt Jeſus. We deſire to blels and 
magnify thy name, for that pure ſyſtem of religion 
which he has taught; ſor the amiable and perfect 


example he hath afforded us; and above all, for 
that glorious mediation he hath accompliſhed in re- 


conciling us to thee, through his blood. With 


grateful hearts would we commemorate that great 
tranſaction, by which all the ſincere diſciples of 
_ Chriſt are reſtored to thy favour, and are entitled 


to the benefits of a gracious covenant, that is or- 
dered in all things and fur. . 


Bur how can we, ignorant and depraved as we 
are, how can we perform any duty in a manner 
that will be acceptable to thee, unleſs we experience 
thy gracious aſſiſtance? In vain will we aſſemble 
ourſelves together; in vain will we partake of 


thoſe ſy mbols ot Chriſt's body and blood, if thy 
- w_ 
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preſence be not with us. Grant, we entreat thee, 6 
that whilſt we celebrate this ordinance according to | 
the command, and in remembrance of our great 
_ «maſter, we may feed upon him by faith in our 
hearts, and ſo become partakers of that grace which 
this ſacrament is intended to convey, Diſpel the 
clouds of : ignorance and error which envelop our 
minds. Collect our wandering affections, and place 
them on worthy objects. May we ſeek thoſe 
things that are above, where Chriſt ſitteth at thy 
right hand. May the ſame mind be in us that was 
in our glorious Redeemer. May we be able to 
comprehend with all ſaints, what is the length, and 
the breadth and the height and depth; and to know 
the love of God which paſſeth knowledge.. And 
whilft in imitation of Chriſt's example, and accor- 
ding to his injunction, we diſtribute; the elements 
of bread and wine among ourſelves, let us remem- 
ber the obligations we are under to love one ano- 
ther. May we conſider ourſelves as children of the 
ſame great parent; members of the ſame myſtical © 
+ body, and heirs together of the grace of life. Theſe 
our humble petitions and thankſgivings we preſent 
; unto thee, through the mediation of Chriſt Jeſus ; 
unto whom with thee and the holy ſpirit, one 
God, be aſcribed the kingdom, power and glory, | 
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now and for ever, Amen. | 


Oos bleſſed Saviour when he had given thanks 
as we have endeavoured to do in his name, brake 
the bread and gave it to his diſciples, ſaying, 
ce this is my body which is given ſor you: this do 
in remembrance of me. Likewiſe alſo the cup 
| after ſupper, ſaying, & this cup is the New Teſta- 
ment in my blood, which is ſhed for you.“ 


* 
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Is there any one here whoſe heart is hard, and 
inſenſible; - and who is unmindful of his ſituation 
_ with 'refpe&' to that ſtate which is future and 
eternal? Let him approach this Table; let him 
attend to thoſe elements which ſymbolically re- 
preſent the death and fufferings of Chriſt; let him 
"conſider the kind and benevolent intention of tte 
ſufferer, and the difficulties to which he was expo- 
_ ied in executing his gracious undertaking. Then 
'will the fire begin to burn; then will the more 
.tender-and ſympathetic affections begin to awake; 
then will fin (ſand forth: in its genuine colours, and 
appear exceeding ſinful. Is there any one here 
whoſe conſcience condemns him, Who anticipates 
with horror the events of that awful day, in Which 
he muſt give an account? With wonder and joy- 
Ful gratitude let him behold the method which in- 
Finite wiſdom has deviſed, to fave the penitent 
ſinner. Is any one weary and heavy laden with 
fin, bowed down with .infirmittes, and harraſſed 
with affliftions? Let him come und learn from | 
this ſacrament, that our great High Prieſt has a 
fellow feeling tor our infirmities, and is N 
acquainted with human forrow. 


FI rich, und powerful, abſent e 2 
From this ordinance ; nor vainly think that the ſu- 
Periority of your rank will ſuffer any diminution, 
by thus mixing with thoſe who may be thought 
your inferiors. The time is faſt e 


When the various diſtinctions of weaſth, and ho- 


nour will be forgotten; when all the children of 
men ſhall be preſented before the righteons tribu- 
nal of God; and ſhall enter upon that Nate, for 
which the temper and diſpoſition of their minds 
tall ſhew them to be qualified. 2 
B 
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who are doomed to perpetua 
cure the neceſſaries of life, to provide for the wife 
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„„ To 

| Ys Poor who are loaded with cares and anxie- 
ties, to which the more your are ſtrangers; 
toil, in order to pro- 


of your boſom, or for the helpleſs infant that 


.looketh up to you for ſupport: let the ſolicitudes 


of your lot be for a moment abſorbed by the feel- 


ings which are proper for this occaſion. Conſider 
this feaſt, to which ye are freely admitted, as an 
emblem of that happy period, when ye ſhall be on 
an equal footing with the great ones of the earth. 


When the _upgodly ſhall no longer flouriſh, when 
the righteous ſhall rejoice together. When the 
wicked will ceaſe from troubling, and when the 


weary will be at reſt,” 


Fx young and inexperienced, who have for the 


firſt time preſented yourſelves at the Table of the 
Lord, receive thoſe external ſigns of Chriſt's ten- 


der regard for your ſouls, with the warmeſt emo- 


tions of gratitude and love, of which your age 1s 


particularly ſuſceptible. Be thankful for thoſe 
motives which Chriſtianity holds out, to encourage 
Jou in the paths of piety and virtue. Be thankful 
for that grace, which this ſacrament is intended to 

. . convey to believers, and of which it is both the 
ſign, and the pledge. You are now about io make 


your appearance in the buſy ſcene of life: your 


; pine are warm, and your deſires are ſtrong. 


owerful and ſubtil are the enemies you muſt en- 


counter; innumerable are the temptations to which 
you will be expoſed. But united to Chriſt by a 


lively faith, you will be ſupported under tempta- 
tions, and ſhall always find a way for your 
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Ys aged and infirm with whom life languiſhes, 
and the graſshopper is become a burthen : ?? 


your race is almoſt run; you have come within 
ſight of the goal, You are ſtanding on the ſhore 


of that boiſterous ocean, over which you muſt be 


ſoon wafted to return no more. This, perhaps, 
may be the laſt opportunity you will ever enjoy on 


this ſide Eternity of commemorating the dying 


love of your Redeemer. Pray, therefore, that it 
pr be the means of ſupporting you amidſt thoſe 
evils, which uſually croud thickeſt, and are always 


. moſt ſenſibly felt towards the cloſe of life. Pray 


that it may be to you, an earneſt of that happy 


Nate, where ye will flouriſh in immortal youth : 


from which ſorrow and tears are for eyer baniſhed, 
and where pain ſhall ceaſe to exiſt, 
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Ls refining ent at the Table & the Lord! | 
the confideraiion of his death and ſufferings will 
naturally ariſe in our minds. Nor is it eaſy for us 


to overlook the clofe reſemblance there is; betwixt 


the breaking of the bread, and the body of Chriſt 
which was broken for us ; betwixt the pouring out 
of the wine, and his blood which was ſhed for our 
fins. But at what part of the mournful theme 
ſhall we begin! From what period in his life ſhall 
we date the commencement of his ſorrows! At 
kis firſt entrance into this world, the cold, unfoſ- 
tering hand of poverty laid hold upon him; ; and 
perſecution. purſued him even in his cradle. A 
ſtranger at all times to the ſmiles and careſſes of 
fortune, his appearance on this ſtage was one 
continued {ſcene of abſtinence and ſelf denial, - of 
painful fatigue, watching, temptation and "Fuf- 
fering. The mortifications he ſuſtained were-no 
way allied to monaſtic auſterity. . They were una- 
voidably connected with the circumſtances in which 
he was placed, and with that attention he ever 


paid to the work which was given him to. perform, 


Travelling from place to place in order that he 


might 'publiſh the glad tidings of ſalvation, and 


adminiſter relief to the ſouls and bodies of men, he 
WR convincing evidence of his own aſſertion, re- 


fpecting himſelf, that * the foxes had holes, and 


the birds of the air had neſts, but the ſon of Man ä 
had not where to lay his head.” When he had 
ſpent a life of the moſt active and diſintereſted be- 
nevolence, of the moſt perfect obedience to the 
blog commands, and of patience and contentment 


Fg B under 


0 | 
under all diſtreſſes, the moſt arduous and impor- 
| tant part of his mediatorial office remained unfi- . 
2 niſhed. He was to offer up himſelf a ſacrifice for 
the ſins of believers; he was to bear the preſſure 
of infinite wrath, and remain for a time under the ; 
dominion of the grave. The hour——The awful 
and important hour had arrived, when he was to 
be glorified by his father, in the ſight of angels 
ind of men! The hour, when he was to cloſe 
in dreadful combat with death and hell! The 
hour, when by unſpeakable tortures of body, and 
anguiſh.cf ſoul, he was to open a new and living 
way for his followers, through the vail of his fleth} 
When he was to deſpoil death, and him that had 
the power of it, and lead captivity captive! The 
evening before this hour, he inſtituted that ordi - 
nance which ve now celebrate: an evening the 
moſt intereſting to man, of any that had appeared. 
ſince the firſt commencement of time. 
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_ WrirsT you hold in your hands theſe ſymbols 
of Chriſt's ſufferings, forget not, I entreat you, 
his diſtended body, the ponderous hammer, the 
nails, and the ſpear. But ſee! the proceſſion be- 
gins to advance! Behold him going forth to the 
garden of Gethſemane; where, from the antici- 
pated horror of the conflict he was to ſuſtain, blood 
flowed from every pore! Behold .him forſaken by 
his diſciples, ſurrounded by a rude gang, bound 
and dragged unpitied to the judgment hell 5 
Wbere, O Pity, where is the ſigh which heaves 
thy boſom at the ſight of the afflicted, where the 
tear that flows for human woe? Shamefully capris 
cious we mult call thee, ſince thou couldſt abſent 
thyſelf from this moying ſcene, Behold him 
cloathed with a purple robe, in order that he 
: | might 
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might become an object of deriſion ! See the 
crown of thorns placed on his head, and the mock 
ſcepter put into his hand. Liſten to the bitter 
railings of the licentious multitude He ſaved 
others; himſelf he cannot fave; let him come 
down from the croſs and we will believe him. 
Grievous to thee, O Redeemer of human kind, 
was this reproach ! This was the only thing thou 


couldſt not do. This was contrary to that graci- 


ous. ſcheme which thou hadſt undertaken to exe- 


cute. But why ye ungrateſul people, why do ye 


challenge his power? Bring hither your fick, the 


lame, and the blind, and they ſhall bear witneſs: to 
his authority over all things. Bid him raiſe the 


dead; and forthwith the lifeleſs maſs ſhall hear his 
voice and live. Nay rather bid him ſuffer and die; 
and thus ye ſhall have at once, the moſt convincing 
evidence of his goodneſs, and his power, in ſaving 
2 guilty world. Once more, behold him bowi ing 
his ſacred head and ſaying, it is finiſhed. ”? 

What! finiſhed? Ves perfectly finiſhed. Juſtice, 
thou inexorable attribute of God, be ready to can- 
cel the handwriting which was "againſt us. For 
behold our Saviour has the laſt ſum ready in his 


hand; he has only to lie a few days in the grave, 
and the whole of our debt is diſcharged, 


Ax thou human nature, reflect upon the i ini- 
quity which thou haſt here filled up. To thee we 
can aſcribe, hypocriſy, fraud, revenge, hatred, 

malice and ingratitude. In thy ſkirts we can find 
the blood of ſaints, prophets and 'martyrs. But 
never before this hadſt thou an opportunity of 


ſhewing the extent of thy wickedneſs, of ſhewing 


thy cloſe alliance with the infernal hoſt. - Ceaſe 


then to be elated with an high opinion of thyſelf, 
B 2 Lower 
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ver thy fails, . diſmiſs thy lofty pretenſi ons. 


And whilſt thou e kindred with rep- 
tiles, acknowledge alſo. thy thorn gh with ms 
e of 3 darkneſs. 


Au now let me entreat you who ſit at this 
Table ſeriouſly to conſider the conſequence of fin. 
Ho awfol a thing it is to incur the diſplea- 
ſure of God by violating his commands. Your 
own reaſon indeed can inform you that fin is con- 
trary to nature; that it is the diſeaſe, and if per- 


| Sited in muſt terminate in the death of the ſoul. 
But chiefly from this ſacrament learn its fatal 
eſſects: behold its malignity fairly delineated in 
the blood of the Redeemer } Rejoice ** that your 


lot has been caſt in a land of light, ang in a valley 


of viſion.” Rejoice that ye are acquainted with 

a remedy againſt this deadly diſeaſe. As often as 
Fe are unwarily bitten by the venomous ſerpent ;. 
fo often apply the fovereign medicine. Nor uſe 


the blood of Chriſt only as a cure; uſe it alſo. as a 


preſervative againſt ſin. When your hearts be- 


come callous to inſtruction ; when they grow cold 
or languid in the performance of Duties, then ap- 


ply the love of Chriſt manifeſted towards us in his 
- ſufferings, and death. This will ſupply the place 
of a thouſand arguments to deter you from vice; 


this will be the moſt powerful ee, to 1 


5 e obedience. 


Ix ec too, if not a remedy, it will at 
leaſt be a cordial. How comfortable the reflection, 
that our glorious interceſſor is not unacquainted 


with human infirmities, is thoroughly experienced 
in human diſtreſs. For we have not an High Prieſt 
who cannot be touched with the feeling of our 


infirmities; 
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u time of need. 
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inbrmities; z but who was in all points tempted like 


as we are; yet without ſin.” Wherefore © let 
us come boldly to the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find * to Belp us in 
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A D D RES: 
F all the creatures with which we are ac- 
quainted, man has the leaſt reaſon to be elated 
with an high opinion of himſelf. Deſigned to be 
the head of this lower creation, it is evident that he 
has been taught more than the beaſts of the field; 
and that he is endowed with underſtanding ſuperior 
to the ſowls of heaven. Yet when we conſider 
him as a rebel againſt divine authority; as one 
who labours to introduce anarchy and diſorder into 
the works of the Moft High, the ſuperior powers 
of his mind ſerve only to aggravate his guilt. For 
no propoſition can be more reaſonable than this, 
that he who knoweth his maſter's will, and 
doeth it not, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes. ?? 
His conſcience is capable of diſtinguiſhing betwixt 


virtue and vice, while his reaſon can point out the 


fitteſt means to attain any end: and yet theſe his 

| boaſted faculties are often found too weak for the 
paſſions with which he is agitated, and the temp- 
tations to which he is expofed. When viewed 
abſtractly, and without any regard to his actions, 
he has indeed a plauſible appearance, and bids fair 
to be remarkable for propriety of conduct. But 
when we examine him more cloſely; when we 
attend io the objects of his purſuit, his attachment 
to the things of this world, his negle& of what is 
truly amiable and excellent, the irregularities of 
his life, and the baſe motives which ſometimes in- 
fluence his actions, which are ſeemingly virtu- 
ous, we are compelled to give our aſſent to 
the ſcripture-account of. his apoſtacy + ** om 

* | O 
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God made man upright, but that he has ſought 


out many inventions... 


Ay are we, O Chriſtians! who are honoured 


with a place at the Table of the Lord, are we 


guilty before God, and juſtly obnoxious to his diſ- 


pleaſure? Yes, our own hearts teſtify againſt us: 
our own conſciences condemn us. How then ſhall 


we appear in his preſence, who is infinitely purer 
than our conſcience, and who knoweth all things. 


How ſhall we be reconciled to him, whoſe love is 
better than life ? How will we be reſtored to his 
favour and image, without which we muſt periſh 
for ever? Who in earth or in heaven will under» 

take to cancel our debt, to ſatisfy the offended - 
Juſtice of God, and procure our pardon? To 
what order of the celeſtial hierarchy ſhall we ap- 


ply? The angelic hoſts confeſs they are unable to 


relieve us. At beſt they can only fulfil the duties 


of that ſtation, in which they have been placed. 
They only ſtand in the ſtrength of their Creator. 


Finite and changeable in their nature, they own 


heir incapacity to redeem the human race, or to 


ſupport themſelves under the avenging hand of 


him who is infinite. 38 


Tuxsk queſtions are awful and intereſting, but 


folly anſwered by the tranſaQion in which we are 
at preſent engaged. Chriſt © was wounded. for 
our tranſgreſſions, bruiſed: for our iniquities, apd 


the chaſtiſement of our peace was laid upon him.“ 


Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
eledt ? It is God that juſtifieth, who is he that 


condemneih? It is Chriſt that died, yea rather 


that is riſen again: who is even at the right band 
ef God, and who maketh interceſſion for us. 


« 
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In his mediation, the ſinner oppreſſed with a ſenſe 
of guilt, but willing to forſake every evil way, 
may ſafely confide. He was in every reſpe& qua- 
lified for the important undertaking; was Man, 
that he might be capable of ſuffering, and God, 
that- he might bear the weight of his Father's 
wrath. 1 in our ſtead. 1 | 


Ox that eddie cd which provedes 15 
e ſufferings, our glorious Mediator, that he 
might leave us a, memorial of ſo grand an event; 
and that he might afford us the moſt powerful in- 
centive to holineſs in heart and life, inſtituted that 
ordinance which we call the nen OF 
T H E LOR D. 

9 BznoLD what manner of love the Father 
bath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called- 
the ſons of God! ?*” Ye heavenly hoſts behold and 
wonder : here exerciſe the ſtrength of your exalted 
faculties. Be this one of the themes, which ſwell 
the notes of your unceaſing ſong. Ye children of 

I men be aſtoniſhed and rejoice! That event which 
you now commemorate is of infinite importance 
to you. Sweet is the influence which it ſheds on 
the mind of the awakened ſinner, perpetual are the 
joys it affords to the believer; 75 which here 
degin io be felt, but which in heaven ſhall be 
made perfect. Is it poſſible that any. one can be fo 
impious as to deſpiſe this ordinance; or ſo inſen- 
fible, and ungrateful as to negleQ it? Gratitude, 
| thou plant of celeſtial ſeed, F ever thou groweſt 
below; if ever thou poſſelleſt the human breaſt, 
now at leaſt take root; ſpread thy liage 
through all his heart: for here, lo here is nutriment 
ſufficient to cauſe thee to Rouriſh, even in the 
moſt barren ſoil, Bur 


1 


Bor I hope better things of you, my friends, 
than to ſuſpe& you of ingratitude. Only ſuffer 
me to obſerve, that if the grateful principle ope- 
rate within you, it will diſcover itſelf in your ac- 
tions. Often will it excite you to withdraw from 
the world, in order that you may have the oppor- 
tunity of a nearer intercourſe with the Moſt High: 
of celebrating his praiſe, and of rendering thanks 
unto him, for the greatneſs of his mercies, 
Oftener ſtill ſhall the filent ejaculation aſcend, 
warm and unpremeditated, to the heavenly throne, 
while your heart will ſecretly exult in a conſcious 
| .ſenſe of the divine preſence. A chearful and wik 
5 ling obedience will ye render to all the commands 
of your Creator and your Friend. Generous and 
diſintereſted will be your benevolence to Mankind. 
Ve will even forgive, and love your enemies, be- 
cauſe ye yourſelves need forgiveneſs of God; and 
becauſe you ought to obey the injunction of your 
Saviour, and imitate his example, who when he 
was reviled, reviled not again ; but committed him- 
ſelf into the hands of him that judgeth righteouſſy. 
| Ye will carefully avoid every appearance of evil, 
You will endeavour that ye may give no cayſe of 
triumph to the infernal hoſt, againſt whom ye are 
now to ſupport a perpetual warfare. _ Ye will ab- | 
hor the idea of crucifying the Lord of Glory afreſh, 49 
or of putting him to open ſhame. ©* Now unto f 
him that can keep you from falling, and who can 
preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his Glo- 
Ty with exceeding joy——to the only wiſe God, 
be all honour, dominion, . and praiſe, now and for 
ever, Amen, 2 „ 
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M AN is a being who is evidently deſigned by 
his maker to give an account of all his actions. 
Nor is it only the a ago who conceives of 
human nature in this point of view. The rude 
and illiterate, as well as the civilized and learned, 
have uniformly agreed that ſince we are made ca- 
pable of praiſe or of blame, we muſt expect to be . 
either rewarded, or puniſhed. in a future world. 
But though we can judge of the morality of ac- 
tions; though we can diſtinguiſh what is conveni- 
ent and lovely, from what is unfit, and unamiable, 
it muſt be confeſſed that our condutt in life is often 
incapable of affording any evidence of our moral 
perception. Wiſdom and folly alternately rule 
us; reaſon, appetite and paſſion do each in their 
turn, obtain the empire of the mind. 5 
Tx ſacred ſcriptures, to which we are chiefly 
indebted for what we know of God and our duty, 
do evidently declare, that men are not now in that 
ſtate of purity and innocence, in which man was 
originally created. That the firſt of human kind 
was formed in the likeneſs of God, with perfect 
| reQitude of nature, and ſufficjent ſtrength to reſiſt 
every aſſault of the wicked one; and yet liable to 
fall. That by a covenant then formally made with 
him; or implied in ſome circumſtance, the mean- 
ing and intention of which he perfectly underſtood, 
_ he was to ſtand or fall, not only for himſelf, but 
for all his poſterity. And that ſuffering himſelf to 
be ſeduced by the temptations of Satan, he loſt at 
| once 


— 


. „ 
once the favour and image of God; and communi- 
cated the fatal conſequences of bis apoſtacy to his 


AnD indeed experience too evidently confirms 
what the ſcriptures plainly aſſert. * Who can 
underſtand all his errors? Who can ſay that he 
is innocent and free from every tranſgreſſion? 
Who does © not find a law within him, warring 
againſt the law of his mind, and leading him 'cap- 
tive to the law of ſin and of death? Who dare 
lay his hand to his breaſt, and affirm as in the pre- 
fence of God, that he has perfectly, and uniformly 
fulfilled all the divine commands? What perſon 
can preſume to make this declaration, Who conſi- 
ders the purity and perfection of God's law; that 
it comprehends the thoughts, and purpoſes of the 
heart, as well as the external conduct of life; and 
that he who ſearches the heart, and tries the reins 
of the children of men requires truth in the inward 
part? Are there any whoſe moral powers are ſuffi- 
ciently awake, and who are capable of refleQting 
' ſeriouſly upon their own actions, that will not 
readily agree to an infallible word of prophecy, 
e that the heart is deceitful above all things, and 

deſperately wicked who can know it? 


Tre Circumſtances in which we are placed, 
are far from being friendly to true religion. We 
come into this world with the uſe of none of our 
mental faculties. It is inſtin&, and not a per ſua- 
fion of the neceſſity of victuals for the fupport of 
life that firſt excites us to ſwallow our food. As 
we advance in years and ſtrength, we are capable 
_of attending to objects of ſenſe, before we are able 
to exerciſe our moral-powers. Thus immerſed in 

| Oe matter 


* 
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matter from the firſt dawn of life, moſt of our ap- 


petites and paſſions exert their full force, and even 
acquire an habitual ſtrength, before the ſuperior 


part of our nature is capable of aſſerting it's 


. 
-® 7 EF 7 * A 
authority .:' 
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Feu alt this we mäy Eaſily perceive the 


neceflity of faith in our - prefetit fituation; by 
which redſon and conſcience may be ſupported, 
and ſtrengthened ; and by which ſuch motives may 
be held out to the chriſtian, as may be ſufficient to 
confirm him in the paths of - piety and holineſs. 
By which his ſpiritual darkneſs may be diſpelled, 


bis ſoul! entightened with the knowledge, of God, 


and of Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſenr, and the 
awful conſequences of fin ſo preſented to his mind, 
as that he may carefully avoid every appearance of 
evil. To convey this grace to the humble, peni- 
tent ſinner, andi to ſtrengthen it when conveyed 
was the imt entiom of owr Saviour in appointing this 
opdimance which we ne celebrate. 

O39 < ike! | 1 ZI | 

* Fir A is the ſubſtance of things hoped for; 
the evidence of things not ſeen.” Preſenting ſuch 


 objeAs to the mind, as cannot be conveyed by our 


external: ſenſes, and which reaſon but faintly per- 


ceives, it is the baſis or foundation of the chriſ- 


tans hope. Convineing us of fin, of righteouſneſs 


andi judgment, it excites us to lay hold on 


Chriſt Jeſus, and reſt upor him alone for ſalvation, 
as he is freely offered to us in the goſpel. ?? Nor 


dbes it's inſtuence only extend to the underſtanding: 


operating by love it puriffes the heart and over- 
comes the world. The principles which it inſpires 
are more friendly to piety and virtue, than thoſe 

85 . ; © = 
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that are derived from any other ſource; Exhibi- 
ting us to our own conſideration, as poor, blind, 
and miſerable ſinners, who are ever inclined to go 
aſtray, and who without divine aid are able to 
perform no duty aright, it perſuades us to carry 
on an habitual correſpondence with that Being who 
is the unwaſted ſpring of whatever jis amiable, and 
Praiſe-worthy, Not ſuffering us to deſpair of help, 
or to languiſh over the melancholy thoughts of our 
own ſinfulneſs and weakneſs, it leads us to the rock 
that is higher than we, and to that mercy which 
is ready to forgive Preſenting to the mind the 
ſure proſpect of everlaſting rewards and puniſh- 
ments, it affords the ſtrongeſt motives to all man- 
ner of holineſs in heart and life. | 


Fair i is the fountain of all knowledge that is 
neceſſary to ſalvation. ** Through faith we un- 
derſtand that the worlds were framed by the word 
of God, ſo that things which are ſeen were not 
made of things which do appear. It is alſo the 
ſource of all good actions; for “ whatſoever is 
not of faith is ſin. By faith Abel offered unto 
God a more excellent ſacrifice than Cain. By 
faith Enoch was tranſlated, that he ſhould not ſee 
death. And what ſhall I more ſay? For the time 
would fail me to tell of Gideon, . and of Barak, and 
of. Sampſon, and of Japhtha, of David alſo, and 
Samuel, and of the prophets: who through faith 
ſubdued kingdoms, wrought righteouſneſs, obtain- 
ed promiſes, ſtopped the mouths of lions, quench- 
ed the violence of fire, eſcaped the edge of the 
ſword, out of weakneſs were made ſtrong, waxed 
valiant in fight, 197008: to flight the armies of 
the aliens, ?? 


ow 


= OS 
| Ber here, my friends you will be. apt to enquire 
how this grace may be obtained. Why, “ aſk, 
and ye ſhall receive, ſeek, and ye ſhall find, knock 
and it ſhall be opened unto you. Ho | every 
one that thirſteth, come ye to 'the waters, and 
he that hath no money, come buy wine and milk 
without money, and without price. The ſpirit 
and the bride ſay, come, and whoſoever willeth 
let him come, and drink of the waters of life 
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| 0 AINS T the various evils wy afMiQions 


to which the human lot is here expoſed, there is 
not perhaps a more powerful, r ay than hope, 
Wilely indeed has this — been implanted in 
our nature; in order to enlighten and ſmooth 4he 
dark and rugged path of life. Hope holding up to 


our proſpect ſome future good, with unceaſing 


energy actuates our breaſts. It accompanies us 
through all the diſappointments and toſſings of this 


preſent life, nor deſerts us even in death. T he 


captive patiently endures a temporary ſervitude 
through hope of regaining his liberty; the priſoner 


finds his dungeon tolerable through the hope of 
being enlarged. While the ſincere chriſtian who 
in this ſtate is harraſſed with various afflictions, 
and who is engaged in perpetual warfare, with the 


devil, the world and the fleſh poſſeſſes his ſoul in 


ſome degree of patience, through the hope of a 
glorious . 5 


Bur why do I compare the hope of this world 


with that of the chriſtian? Widely indeed do they 


differ, both with regard to the dignity and durati- 
on of their object, and the degree of certainty 


_ "wherewith they are entertained, The one relates 
to time; the other to Eternity. That has for it's 
object things vain, vexatious, and tranſitory ; 
this, the pure, perfect, and unchangeable happi- 
neſs of heaven. The one depends upon certain 


- 


events which are infinitely various and fluQuating, 


the other has for it's foundation the unſhaken and 


inviolable | 


E IF 
inviolable truth of the ſacred ſcriptures, The 
hope of this world is ſubje@ to many diſappoint- 
ments, and is never ſo unſubſtantial and vain as 
when it's object is actually enjoyed; whereas the 
whole of the divine attributes are ſolemnly pledgeT, 
that the hope of the chriſtian ſhall not be in vain. 
Heaven and earth 'ſhall paſs away; but the word 
| which the Moſt High has ſpoken, the promiſe 

which he has made fall ſurely be fulfilled. 


Tas rranſeftion; my friends, in n we are 
at preſent employed, may be conſidered as the 
great foundation of the Chriſtian's hope. He 
that ſpared not his own Son, but freely delivered 
him up to the death for us all, how ſhall he 
not with him alſo freely give us all things?” On 
that night, when the moſt difficult part of bis 
mediatorial office commenced, our exalted Re- 
deemer, willing to afford his followers the moſt 
powerful means of confirming their faith, of 
ſtrengthening, and encouraging their hope, did 
ſolemnly inſtitute that ordinance which we now 
celebrate. 3 / 


'Turs, my friends, is an inſtitution truly reſpeQ- 
able : reſpeQable both on account of the authority 
on which it reſts and by the privileges and advan- 
tages which it is intended to convey, No longer 
let the curious, inquiſitive mind remain in ſuſpence, 
concerning the exiſtence of a future ſtate ; doubt- 
ing which to prefer, the juſtice, or the goodneſs 
of God, For by the death of Chriſt theſe attri- 
butes, oppoſite as they ſeem to be, are fully recon- 
ciled, Diſtruſt and deſpair, ceaſe, for ever, ceaſe 


* harraſs the human breaſt, Go take up your 
C 3 fixed 


6 


— 
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fixed abode. with ſpirits of gbdurate pride; with 


demons that nęvęr gan repent. Ve infernal hots, 
behold your kingdom finally vanquiſhed | Bebold 


the heauteous. harm that js tg. ſpring from the duſt 


of the chriſtian | | Behold the, believer caught up in 


the clouds to mest the Lord in the air, to take poſ- 


n of the N N manſſons. Come bope, 
thou ſpark of celsſtiab flame, comes and illuminate 


this dark world; ever ſhed thy mild radiance on 


our minds. While we travel through this barren 


and lonely deſart, do thou, often cheer 927 ſupport 


bur ſouls, with the delightful proſpect of Immgnu- 


el's country. Toſſed as we are upon the boiſter- 
ous ocean of time, do thou preſent to our raviſhed 
fight, a view of that happy ſhore, whence ſorrow 
and tears are for ever baniſhed. and to which 11 


Las have no amiſſion. 


Axp you my kiabron, ſee that-ye exclude not 
the enlivening ray, z deny not ta yourſelves, this ſoft 
balm of conlolation, this, ſovereign. remedy: for 
evil. This you will find a moſt powerful ſupport 
amidſt the various calamities to which, While in 
this world, you are unavoidably expoſed. Even 
when you are to ſhoot the gulph of death, this will 


he an anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt. 


This will fill your winds, with the joy ful expec- 
tation of that happy moment, when you ſhall bid 


adieu to anxiety for ever: when ye ſhall-taſte ce- 


leſtial fruit, and duink of that ſtream which per. | 
petals makes glad the city of Gd. 


REMEMBER at the ſame: time, that this i 
tian grace is widely different from preſumption. 
Intimately connected with holinefs of life, . it is 
ee or weakened in propor tion to our 

| 3 
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pPeegteſs, er decay in the paths of ' piety and 


18 1 


Virtus, ( For every: one that hath this hape in 
him, purifeth himſelf even as he that called him 


is pufe. The minor who is heir to a plentiſul 


eſtate, has ſometimes been perſuaded; by his 


guardian, to abſtain from evil company, to deny 


him ſelſ the gratification of vicious pleaſures, and 


be employed in purſuits that are worthy of his ſu- 
perior ſtation. And ſhall he who is heir to an 


4 1nheritance, ineorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth nat away,” be nothing affected thereby? 
Bhall he be too much attached ta this world, who 
is habitually convinced, * that here he hath no a- 
biding city; that if this earthly: houfe of his ta- 
bernacle were diſſolved, he has a building of God, 
an houſe not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens? ' Shall he be employed in gratifying irre- 


gular appetites, and paſſions, who is ſoon to aſſo- 


ciate with angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect? Shall he be guilty of any. wilful tranſ- 
grefſion ;. ſhall he regard iniquity in his heart, who- 


is ſhortly to be introduced to the court of the 


great king inte the immediate preſence of 


| his Saviour and his God. 


— 


REMEMBER too that hope, if it be of the ge- 


nuine kind, is always productive of diligence and 


circumſpeCion in that warfare wherein every true 
chriſtian is engaged. While living in this world, 


. we are cloſely connected with objects of ſenſe, 


which are ever holding out. temptations to our ſe- 


veral appetites and paſſions. The inferior princi- 
ples of our nature have uſurped authority in the 
empire of the mind, and crave to be indulged, at 


the expence of reaſon and conſcience, Nor do we 


only © wreſtle with fleſh and blood; but with 


principalities 
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principalities and powers, with ſpiritual wicked- 
neſs in high places: with a powerful, ſagacious, 
and active enemy, who is ever intent upon our 
deſtruction, and who has but too many friends 


- warmly attached to his intereſt even within ur- 


ſelves. Let us pray to God that he may be 


pleaſed to furniſh us with all, the ſpiritual ar- 
mour. The ſhield of faith, the breaſt- plate 


of righteouſneſs, the ſword of the ſpirit, whieh 
is the word of God; and for an helmet, the 
hope of ſalvation. And having done all to 
ſtand,” may we ſtand faſt. in the ſtrength of 
the Moſt High, making mention 12 bis W 20 
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Au ON G all the graces and virtues which a- 
Aorned the life of our bleſſed Saviour, none were 
more conſpicuous than benevolence and love. 
Love was the principle which moved our Redeem- 
er to diveſt himſelf of that glory which he poſſeſſed 
before the world was; to leave the boſom of the 
Fatber, and to ſojourn for a while upon earth. 
When from the celeſtial manſions he beheld us o- 
verwhelmed with miſery ; when he ſaw us led cap- 
tive by Satan, and ſeized by death as a prey, ke 
Was touched with compaſſion. ** He caſt the ſkirt 
of his garment over us, Rood up as our advocate, 
and deliverer, and ſaid unto us, LIVE.“ 


Tu ſacred flame thus kindled in heaven, ceafed 


not to blaze, even in this cold and barren region. 


Love was the principle that influenced the whole 
of our Saviour's conduct while he continuedin this 
World. If he healed the ſick ; if he gave fight to 
the blind ; if he raiſed the dead; he did it in order 
that he might confirm the faith of Chriſtians in all 
ages; and that he might in the mean time admini- 
ſter relief to the diſtreſſed. If he was expoſed to 
afflitions, to cold, hunger, and thirſt, to pain and 


ſorrow, to bitter revilings, and to death; he bore 
them all with a dignified ſubmiſſion to the divine 


will, in order that he might make an atonement for 
our {ins .; and at the ſame time leave us an example 
of patience and. reſignation under all ſufferiogs. 


„Movrb alſo with compaſſion for our ſpiritual 


neceſſities, 


* o 


TW. 
. neceſſities, he inſtituted that ordinance which you 
now celebrate; and to it he invited all who are wil- 
ling to forſake their ſins, ſaying © eat of my bread, 
and drink of the wine which 1 have mingled.” 


AnD. can ye do this, in remembrance of your Sa- 
viour's dying love; can you hold in your hands the 
ſymbols of that | bread of life, which coſt him fo 
dear, while your hearts remain cold, and inſenſi- 
ble, untouched by a reciprocal flame ? Do kindneſs 

and love naturally beget correſponding affections in 
thoſe towards whom they are exerciſed ; ye ought 
to love Chriſt, becauſe he firſt loved you. Do ye 
deſire, that love ſhould be conſtant ? Thoſe whom 
Chriſt once loveth, he loveth to the end. Do ye 
value it the more, the longer it hath continued to 
operate? © Chriſt loved you before the foundation 
of the world.“ Ts that love moſt eſteemed which 
remains undiminiſhed amidſt all the dangers and 
calamities of life? many waters could not quench 
Chriſt's love, neither could the floods - drown it. 
Greater love than this hath no one, that a man 
mould lay down his life for a friend.” Does that 
love juſtly challenge a return of love and gratitudle, 
which is exerciſed towards us when we are in the 
greateſt diſtreſs, and when we are unworthy of re- 
.gard? Chriſt died for us when there was none to 
afford relief; and he died for us while we were yet 
ſinners. Come then, thou pure flame, come and 
warm our ſouls: let us experience thy power. Be 
thou the means, in the hands of the Moſt High, of 
melting down our hearts, of purging us from droſs, 
of rendering us fit for the celeſtiab manſions. While 
woe continue in the preſent ſtate, | the devil, the 
world, and the fleſh are ever endeavouring to with- 
draw us from our attachment . 
e a is 
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but through thy power, and influence may we be 
preſerved a chaſte: ſpouſe, to Chriſt the ſpiritual _ 


bridegroom. 


Ap you my friends who are preſent at this Ta- 
ble, examine yourſelves of your love to Chriſt. As 
the beſt criterion of your love to him, conſider whe- 
ther ye render a willing, and uniform obedience to 
his commands. Do ye love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your ſoul, with all your 
ſtrength, and with all your mind, and your neigh- 
bour as yourſelves?”“ Do. ye ever conceive of the 
Almighty, as the eternal underived ſource of what- 
ever is amiable and excellent? Do ye ever conſider 
him as the author of all your preſent enjoyments, as 
the ſute foundation of all your future hopes? Doye 
patiently ſubmit to his wiſe and gracious providence; 
do ye receive with humble gratitude, that goodneſs 
and mercy he has manifeſted to the world through 
Chriſt Jeſus? Do ye conſider one another, as chil- 
- dren of the ſame family, as diſciples of the ſame” 
maſter, worſhippers of the ſame God, and coheirs 
of the grace of life? Surely that man muſt be dead 
. to every ſenſe of Gratitude, to every generous feel- 
ing of the ſoul, who pays no regard to the injuncti- 
ons of ſo kind, ſo diſintereſted a friend: eſpecially 


) when it is conſidered, that theſe commands are not 

only reaſonable in themſelves, but are alſo his high- 
i eſt intereſt, the happineſs, and perfection of 
: his immortal ſpirit. a 85 

5 Coux charity, thou ſpark of that univerſal 
2 flame, which reverberates from heaven to earth, 

e come thou likewiſe, and infuſe thy vital warmth 

2 into our hearts. Diſpel by thy ſplendor every dark 

3 and gloomy paſſion ; revenge, hatred, and malice. 


_ Cheriſh 


H 38 T "= 
Cheriſh every humane; and benevolent diſpoſition; 7 
humility, meekneſs, gentleneſs, kindneſs, and for- 

bearance. Thou mild and amiable virtue, worthy 
art thou of a place among the graces of the ſpirit, 
ah Then ſuffereſt long and art kind; thou envieſt 

thou vaunteſt not thyſelf, art not puffed up, 
delt not behave, thyſelf unſeemly, ſeekeſt not thy 
— art not eaſily provoked, thinkeft no evil, re- 
joiceſt not in iniquity, hut rejoiceſt. in the truth. 
Thou believeſt all things, hopeſt all things, endu- 
reſt all things. Gralping the whole human race, 
in the arms of ſincere affection, thou avoideſt all 
occaſion of injuring any; thou embraceſt every op- 
portunity of doing good to all men. May our ſouls 
de always under thy influence; then ſhall earth re- 
ſemble heaven. Then ſhall we go out with joy, 
and be led forth with peace: the mountains, and 
the hills ſhall break out before us into ſinging, and 
all- the trees of the field ſhall clap their hands. 
Ignſtead of the thorn ſhall come up the fir tree; and 
inſtead of the brier ſhall come up the myrile tree. 
The wolf and the lamb ſhall feed together, and 
the lion ſhall eat ſtraw with the bullock and duſt 
ſhall be the ſerpent's meat. They hall: not hurt, 
nor 0 in all my holy mountain den RF 


Lord: 2” 
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